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Fundacidn Blodiversidad WWF

Blodiversity Foundation Project

o  Amphibian awareness and conservation project at national level
 Replicable and transferable project
o Expert workshop with AHE=> Ariorities report for amphibian conservation in Spain

Prioridades para la conservacion de anfibios en
Espaiia.

INTRODUCCION
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Blodiversity Foundation Project

Fundacidn Blodiversidad WWF
Promotion of actions at the local level: :
- "Frog Searches Pond" Contest (many requests: participation of 67 city council) ﬁ
- Guloe to focal initiatives for amonibians (for C|ty council) 01
RANA busca CHARCA - Concurso de microproyectos para
la conservacion de anfibios ,
buia de

iniciativas locales
para los anfibios;
Pequeiios proyectos

para un gran beneficio

m R e % |

Winner of the contest: Manzanares del real (Maalid)
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Fundacidn Blodiversidad WWF

Blodiversity Foundation Project

e Pond restoration

st

o Training for the Spanish Amphibian and Reptile Monitoring
Program (SARE) to the network of local volunteer groups of WWF Spain

SARE

AHE

PROGRAMA DE SEGUIMIENTO
DE ANFIBIOS Y REPTILES
DE ESPANA
DE LA ASOCIACION
HERPETOLOGICA ESPANOLA



Montemadrid and Caja Madrid Foundation

Awareness and participation project for the conservation of amphibians in the center of Spain

o “SalvaRanas” campaign (Save frags, jump to save amphibians)

o WWF developed a Pocket Guide “El SalvaRanas” to facilitate their recognition in the field, and a
simple application to publicize their threats and the solutions to conserve them

« Informative materials presented in an educational center in Madrid with more than 100 students.
The purpose is to raise awareness in society so that it values the importance of conserve amphibians

o (CENSUS

»

CAJA MADRID =
FUNDACION WWF

#SALVARANAS

salta para conservar a los anfibios



Montemadrid and Caja Madrid Foundation G

CAJA MADRID
FUNDACION WWF

RESTORATION of 8 water points
* 500 specimens of amphibians rescued, preventing them for being run over
More than 10,000 people directly involved in dissemination, training, exchange, educational and volunteering
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Spain as a country of export, import and destination
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Wildlife trade in Spain: what Is being trafficked? (@
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Wildlife trade in Spain: what Is being trafficked? N
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Reptiles: the most trafficked group of animals in Spain (life and dead specimens)

WWF

Reptiles (1126 cases; 3904 specimens; 101 species)
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Reptiles: the most trafficked group of animals in Spain (life and dead specimens) &
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Turtles (630 cases; 2266 specimens; 31 species)

Tortugas
(desconocido) Q
0.3%
Tortugas
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4.3%

Tortuga china
(4 cases)

Tortugas

;. - Tortugas (marinas) &
=t (terrestres) 10.3%
— - 85.1%
Tortuga mora Tortuga carey

(363 cases) (29 cases)
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Wildlife trade of amphibians in Spain

WWE

Amphibians (22 cases; 248 specimens; 8 species)
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o Wild species are frequently documented as being bred in captivity
o Lack of awareness and knowledge

The common agama (Agama agama)

W 5 y : ¥ o
© Boris Klusmeyer (Germ#ny) — www.herpFocuS.com

Tokay gecko ( Gexko gecko)

WOULD YOU HAVE A “PET” THAT HAS BEEN ILLEGALLY STOLEN FROM ITS NATURAL HABITAT?

Timor monitor ( Varanus timorensis)



¢Stolen or captive-bred threatened species?

WWF

o Wild and threatened species are frequently documented as being bred in captivity
o Lack of awareness and knowledge

o
el 50 M

Greek tortoise (fesz‘z/do gfaeca) Spiny turtle (Heosemys spinosa) Burmese python (Ayehon bivittatus)
VULNERABLE ENDANGERED VULNERABLE

WOULD YOU HAVE A “PET™ THAT IS A ENDANGERED SPECIES AND HAS BEEN ILLEGALLY STOLEN FROM ITS NATURAL HABITAT?




Wild species of amphibians are frequently documented as being bred in
captivity

Lack of awareness and knowledge

Amphibians: the most endangered group of vertebrates on the planet
Chytridiomycosis: a disease which has devastated amphibian
populations globally. These fungus have been unintentionally
Introduced at various points around the world as part of global trade in
amphibians as food, pets, or research animal

WWF has recommended excluding all amphibian species from the
positive list

Red-eyed tree frog (Agalyehnis calliaryas )

WOULD YOU HAVE A “PET” THAT HAS BEEN ILLEGALLY STOLEN FROM ITS NATURAL HABITAT?



Jackson's chameleon ( 7rioceros jacksonii)

Difficult to breed in captivity (bred in their country of origin
(Kenya))

They do not adapt well to the climate of Spain and most die
shortly after

Mortality in captivity of animals caught in the wild or farmed
In their countries of origin is much higher

For an individual to reach your house as a “pet”, many die
along the way
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o Amphibians are the most threatened vertebrate group of the planet (41% threatened, IUCN), however:

Lack of knowledge (complex life cycle)
Lack of attention at all levels (EU, Spain, Local...)
Not taken into account in £zvironmental Impact ASsessments 2 -
There are no specific measures for amphibians in the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP): good agricultural practices for
herpetofauna
Small ponds have historically received very little legislative protection in Europe. There is little national awareness or
concern about their value
o The Aaoitats Directivehas not led to real protection initiatives although it refers to the important connecting function
of ponds
o The Water Framework Directive, which aims to protect all water bodies, will not be generally applied to wetlands of
less than 50 hectares
Initiatives are usually small-scale, linked to community action and tend to lack coordination and sustainability, due to the
lack of long-term financial and technical support from national or regional administrations
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Their delicate situation go unnoticed by society and by the competent administrations in charge of their management and
conservation

Need for greater attention and resources

Increase awareness about the risks associated with exotic pet trades: /7 #7ere is no aemand, there is no trafficking of speciles
Proper surveillance systems should be implemented in the pet trade
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Thank you for your attention
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